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It is an honor and  privilege to write an official
message as President of the World Bridge
Federation.

It is not an easy task for me to take this chair
after the “giants” who preceded me, to carry

forward the vital work that they have done. I
take the occasion to thank once again Jaime Ortiz-

Patiño, Ernesto d’Orsi, Bobby Wolff and José
Damiani: for giving me the opportunity to work with

them and to learn so much from them. I aspire to be considered a good
pupil.

Looking back over the past years, my first thought goes to José Damiani
because of the extraordinary job he did in developing bridge and consoli-
dating the WBF, before passing the baton to me to continue the relay,
which links our past, present and future.

We are all grateful to José for the solid heritage that he has left us, even
more impressive when we consider the great difficulties he had to face in
the last few years, due to the major economic crisis, the instability and inse-
curity  which trouble the world and the changes that are affecting our soci-
ety and lifestyles, directly influencing and interfering with our organization
and the bridge- playing world.

As it seems unlikely that the societal trends for the immediate future will
change dramatically, it is essential to focus on the conditions that   influence
bridge activity; we need to analyze them in detail in order to develop a
realistic program for the future. Although we live in a difficult period, we
must continue to work with passion, dedication, enthusiasm and great opti-
mism, in order to achieve our goals.

The next four years should mark the definitive consolidation of the WBF, its
structure and organization. It should create a solid and unshakeable base
from which we can operate without undue short-term pressure.

In the world bridge community, we are fortunate to have access to a vast
pool of volunteers with the strengths and skills to fill the positions and pro-
vide the services essential to the smooth functioning of our organization.
However, at this time we need to ensure that roles are clearly defined, that
appointments and assignments are well balanced, and that responsibilities
do not overlap. To do our jobs properly and to ensure progress in the orga-
nization, it is vital that lines of communication remain open: free speech,
innovative thought and frank debate are essential ingredients.

Another guiding principle is absolute respect for the rules that we already
have in place and, naturally, for any new rules that we will formulate as
time passes. The rules must be the same for everyone and must be seen to
apply everywhere. If the rules are wrong or inadequate, they must be
changed, but while they are in place their spirit and intent must be applied
without exception. Only by being servants of the Law can we be free.

Many focal points have to be examined and discussed in depth by the
Executive Council to find the right solution, finalized to make our
Federation and our discipline even stronger. We are already working on
them and I hope and believe that we will be equal to this task.

This year we have two great events that offer the opportunity to enjoy our
beloved sport and enhance its image: in the last ten days of August, we are
staging the World Youth Congress in Opatija, Croatia; and in the second
half of October, we are organizing the Bermuda Bowl, Venice Cup, d’Orsi
Senior Bowl and the World Transnational Open Teams Championship in
Veldhoven, The Netherlands.

I am sure that on both these occasions we will be able to celebrate once
again a memorable event, thanks to the warm welcome from the towns
and their people, and the dedication of the organizers, who are already
working hard in order to offer the best possible services to the participants.
Above all, however, I know we can look forward to a strong turnout and
enthusiastic participation by bridge players from all over the world. I will be
happy and proud to be there with my colleagues to meet with you.
I am confident that I will enjoy your friendship, cooperation, support and
assistance; together we will realize our dreams.

Un abbraccio
Gianarrigo Rona, WBF President 

Dear Friends

BIOGRAPHY
Gianarrigo Rona was born in Rome, 18 November 1940, and cur-

rently resides in Milan with his wife, Cippi, and stepdaughter,
Carlotta; he has two grown-up children, Claudia and Gianmatteo,
from a previous marriage. A practising lawyer (the third in a family
of lawyers, now in its fourth generation) until 2002, he was for 20
years a Board Member of the Order of Lawyers and for eight years –
first as Administrator and then as President Vicarious – involved with
the operations of the National Lawyers’ Pension Fund. In addition,
he was a member of the Association of Lawyers of Italy and America. 

Rona played basketball in the Italian First Division. He was a
member of the Technical Commission for the Italian Motorboat
Federation (1982/83). He was a member of the National Council of
the Italian Olympic Committee (CONI) since his election in 2005, and
was re-elected for the legislature 2009/2013. In 2006 he was award-
ed by CONI the Sportive Merit Gold Star. In 2001 he received from
IOC President Juan Antonio Samaranch the IOC Golden Diploma.  

Rona has played bridge at the international level and ranked in
the highest Italian category. He was elected to the Board of Directors
of FIGB in 1979, became President in 1986, and retained that posi-

tion through 2009. During his Presidency, FIGB was recognised by the
Italian National Olympic Committee. Rona served as NPC of the
Italian Open Team from 1984 to 1986, Chairman of the Organising
Committee of EUBL Championships in 1979 and 1998, the European
Open Pairs Championships in 1989, 1991 and 1995, the European
Junior Teams Championship in 1982, the European Open and
Women’s Teams in 1985, and the Olympiads of 1988 and 1992.

Elected to the EBL Executive Committee in 1995, Rona served as
Treasurer from 1997 to 1999, then as President from 1999 to 2010.
During his Presidency, EBL approved the new Statutes, introduced
the Disciplinary Code and the Official TDs Register, and instituted the
European Bridge Champion’s Cup, the European Open
Championship and the European Girls Bridge Teams Championship.

Rona has been a member of the WBF Executive Council and
Management Committee since 1999, 1st Vice President since 2006,
was elected President in Sao Paulo in 2009, and took the chair in
2010, succeeding José Damiani, at the conclusion of the World
Bridge Series in Philadelphia.
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In the event that a team is made up from players who have not
participated in the three main events, with players from these
events added to the team, the charges will be as follows

• A team with 4 new players &
one or two eliminated players:  € 1.200
• A team with 3 new players &
up to three eliminated players : € 960
• A team with 2 new players &
up to four eliminated players : € 640
• A team with 1 new player &
up to five eliminated players : €  320

SYSTEMS REGISTRATION

Systems in Bermuda Bowl, Venice Cup & D’Orsi Senior Bowl
have to be registered with the World Bridge Federation
Systems Administrator by 31st July 2011 at

anna@ecats.co.uk
The conditions of contest will give full details of systems regu-
lations and registration. No HUM, or Brown Sticker conven-
tions will be permitted at any stage of the Round Robin in
either the Bermuda Bowl or Venice Cup nor will they be per-
mitted at any stage of the Senior Bowl.

Pairs wishing to register Brown Sticker or HUM systems for
use in the KO phase must register these, together with the 
relevant BS forms, by 31st July 2011. No extension to this dead-
line will be accepted. BS or HUM partnerships will lose their
seating rights.

THE VENUE

NH CONFERENCE CENTER KONINGSHOF in Veldhoven is sit-
uated in an area of natural beauty, five kilometers south of
Eindhoven and near Endhoven Airport. The biggest Congress
Hotel of the Benelux is situated in the beautiful surroundings
of the “Brabantse Kempen” which creates a different atmo-
sphere every season. Upon arrival you can immediately
encounter the famous Brabant hospitality. NH Conference
Center Koningshop offers 509 rooms, all situated in a quiet
environment and overlook the forest or the patio gardens of
the hotel. The Koningshof has a swimming pool, sports hall,
squash courts, solarium and saunas, fitness room, restaurants
and bars, and outdoor all-weather tennis and beach volleyball
court. The Genderstein golf club is just a five-minute walk
away. The busses – which stop in front of the hotel – can bring
you to Eindhoven city center.

EINDHOVEN. As the largest city in the south of the
Netherlands, the Eindhoven region has over 725.000 inhabi-
tants. The Dutch capital Amsterdam is only 125 km away.
Eindhoven offers a wide spectrum of facilities in the areas of
shopping, nightlife and performing arts. The cultural climate
in the Eindhoven region is diverse - the Van Abbe museum is
internationally recognised for its modern art collection.
Eindhoven is sometimes called the ‘City of Light', that's not
surprising because Eindhoven is closely linked to Philips.
Eindhoven ranks among the world’s top cities in first-rate tech-
nology, design, lighting and sports. A number of international
top companies work together at the state-of-the-art High Tech
Campus, our very own Silicon Valley. Design from Eindhoven

has also achieved world fame. Students from all corners of the
globe come to study at the Design Academy and at the
Industrial Design department of the University of Technology.
Eindhoven is dedicated to excellence.

BRAINPORT EINDHOVEN. Top technology region Brainport
Eindhoven is a breeding ground for innovation and the home
base for companies, and world-class knowledge and research
institutes. Brainport devises and manufactures the technology
of the near future, the technology that contributes to a safe,
green, and caring society and to the sustainable economic
development of the Netherlands. Among the numerous inno-
vative and renowned knowledge and research institutes are:
Philips, DAF, ASML, FEI Company,TomTom, University of
Technology, TNO, Design Academy, High Tech Campus.

HOTEL ACCOMMODATION & BOOKING

The Organising Committee has arranged the following special
rates (for participants  with the Hotel (including breakfast and free
parking and excluding Tourist Tax € 0.60 per person per night):

• Standard Double Room € 109
• Standard Single Room € 95
• Superior Double Room* € 129
• Superior Single Room* € 115
(*According to availability)

For booking please contact:
NH Conference Centre Koningshof
Mrs. Paula Duim
Tel. 00-31-(0)40-2581825
p.duim@nh-hotels.com

For further information about other hotel accommodation
please contact:

Mr. Just van Der Kam
Organising Committe
NBB@bridge.nl

TRAVEL 

You are advised to book a direct flight from the major European
cities to International Airport Eindhoven. When you travel from
outside Europe to the Netherlands it is likely you will arrive at
Amsterdam Airport
Schiphol. Schiphol
station is situated
directly below the air-
port. It takes 1 hour
and 32 min. from
Schiphol to Eindhoven
by train.

The organisers will
be happy to arrange
your transfer from
Eindhoven station or
Eindhoven Airport 
to NH Conference
Centre Koningshof.


